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Recycling in Rutherford County Schools: A Pilot Program 

Monday, April 27, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 
Technology Engagement Center 
306 Minerva Drive, Murfreesboro 

Aidan Stricklin is a senior at Central Magnet
School in Murfreesboro, where he undertook a 
graduate-style senior thesis with a mission close 
to home. Noticing that many classrooms either 
lacked recycling bins entirely or had bins that 
were routinely emptied into the trash, Aidan set 
out to change the culture around recycling at his 
school. 

He will be the featured speaker at our annual 
meeting on April 27 and will share his vision for 
the future. Note that we are meeting in a 
different place: Technology Engagement 
Center, located near Hobgood School. The 
center is part of the Linebaugh Library System. 

With the support of the Rutherford County 
Solid Waste Department and WM, blue recycling 
bins have been installed in every classroom and 
office at Central Magnet — and the program has 
already diverted thousands of pounds of 
recyclable material away from the landfill. 

************** 
We invite everyone to join us on Monday, 

April 27, 7 p.m., at the TEC 
 for our annual meeting and learn about 

this new initiative. 

************** 
Bins collected across campus are emptied by 

Aidan and a small team of classmates into larger 
dumpsters two to three times per week. Cans, 
bottles, and paper that once went straight to 
landfill are now being properly recycled — a 
meaningful, measurable impact driven entirely by 
student initiative. 

Aidan's ambitions don't stop at Central 
Magnet. His next goal is to expand the program to 
other schools across Rutherford County, building 
a model that will outlast his own graduation. 
Come hear how one student turned a senior 
thesis into a hopeful countywide movement. 

In addition to the speaker, officers and board 
members for the next two years will be elected. 

All community members are welcome. No 
registration required. 

Election of Officers at Meeting 
Following is the slate of officers and board to be 

voted on to serve 2026-28. Additional board members 
can be nominated at the meeting; let us know if you 
are interested in serving. 

President: Rachel Cornett 
Vice President : Bonnie Black 
Secretary: Suma Clark 
Treasurer: Beth Spivey 

Board Members 
Cynthia Allen  Diane Parker Rick Racker 

************** 
Take the Guesswork Out of Recycling 

with Recycle Right TN 

As we continue our push for sustainable waste 
management and real 
alternatives to landfilling 
right here in Rutherford 
County, having the right 
resources at our fingertips 
is essential. We are 
excited to high-
light Recycle Right TN, a 
fantastic free tool 
created to make 
community recycling 
easier than ever. 

Proudly provided by 
the Central Tennessee 

Regional Solid Waste Planning Board, this website lets 
you easily select our county to find local convenience 
centers, check collection schedules, and learn exactly 
what materials are accepted. It is a practical, everyday 
resource that empowers all of us to reduce our waste 
stream, protect our local land, and ensure our 
recyclables are processed correctly. 

Visit recyclerighttn.com today to find your nearest 
drop-off location and help keep our community clean 
and green! 

************** 
Dues for 2026 are due. Please see page 3. 

https://recyclerighttn.com/
https://recyclerighttn.com/
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Waste Management Discusses What Happens After the Curb 
 

Representatives from Waste Management 
(WM) spoke at Recycle Rutherford’s Fall 2025 
meeting in general about their capabilities to 
handle whatever citizens put at the curb and 
specifically about the transfer station which 
opened in Rutherford County in June 2025.  

Speakers included Tom Brandon, public 
sector representative; Paul Farley, recycling 
and operations manager; and Molly Morrisey, 
community relations manager. 

Morrisey introduced WM’s sustainability 
ambitions:  

Material is repurposed—we seek to uncover 
innovative waste solutions that help fuel the 
continuous reuse of materials. 

Energy is renewable—we leverage advanced 
technologies to generate energy from the waste we 
manage, which can power communities and reduce 
admissions. 

Communities are thriving—We collaborate to 
strengthen the resiliency of the diverse places where we 

live and work. 
 
She shared 

a message 
from their 
chief executive 
and chief 
sustainability 
officer: 

As North 
America’s leading provider of environmental solutions, 
WM plays a crucial role in helping to create a more 
sustainable future. For decades, we’ve helped keep our 
communities clean and safe by providing essential 
collection, disposal and recycling services to millions of 
businesses, homes and municipalities. Today we 
continue to invest in WN’s infrastructure and offerings to 
help solve some of our customers’ toughest problems.  

Morrisey said that WM operations in Middle 
Tennessee include a gas-to-energy operation, a 
certified wildlife habitat, three transfer stations, 
four landfills, six hauling locations, and four 
recycling facilities. An audience member asked if 
hazardous waste is collected at any WM facility 
and was told that currently no WM landfill 
accepts hazardous waste. 

Brandon pointed out that the county’s new 
transfer station represents its first step 
toward controlling its solid waste future and 
reducing dependence on Middle Point Landfill. 
The station puts the county in the position of 
managing all the solid waste generated in the 
county and opens the possibility of being able to 
collect and transfer recyclables for processing. He 
also called attention to the surrounding property 
which could be used for additional recycling or 
compost operations. 

Although the 
transfer station 
was funded by 
the county to 
truck garbage 
to the Cedar 
Ridge Landfill 

operated by WM in Marshall County, Paul Farley 
told the audience that this moves the county 
much closer to recycling on a wider scale.  

Materials collected at the recycling centers 
were already being taken to Nashville for 
processing. He explained why the county 
switched from separating recyclables to single 
stream collection. “Source separation is best, 
but single stream is easier so that more people 
get involved. Hauling costs are much less 
because larger loads can be transported,” 
explained Farley, adding that 400 loads were 
reduced to 65. Also, contaminated loads don’t 
end up landfilled.   

Farley sees an immediate opportunity to work 
with the city of Murfreesboro to implement single-
stream recycling. Independent recycling 
companies such as Recyclops could use the 
service. The recyclables would go through the 
transfer station to WM’s River Hills facility for 
material recovery. He sees curbside collection in 
Rutherford County as the “big goal.” 

Fraley said that diversion is the best way to 
lengthen the life of landfills. “If you consider the 
three R’s—Reduce, Reuse, Recycle—there’s a 
reason recycling comes last.  

As speakers in the past have stated (for 
example, Commissioner Phil Dodd), the public 
would need to convince commissioners that 
this is an initiative our community needs, 
that it is an appropriate use of our tax dollars. 
Talk to the mayor and your commissioner 
about your concerns. 

 

  
 

Pictured above left is Morrisey; Fraley is at top of the 
column; just above, officials are seen at the opening of the 
transfer station in June 2025.  
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April Is Membership Month 

and We Need YOU! 
 

This is our one and only membership drive 
of the year, so now is the time to show your 
support for a greener Rutherford County! 

 
To current members:  
Thank you for your continued dedication! 
Please renew your dues this month — it's 
quick and easy with three convenient 
options: ������ PayPal | ������ Velle | ����� Mail 
 
To new friends: 
We'd love to have you officially join the 
Recycle Rutherford family! Your membership 
directly fuels the work we do right here in 
our community, including: 
 
�� Earth Day in Murfreesboro — one of our 
favorite annual celebrations 
 
������ Recycling Roundups — making it easy 
for neighbors to do the right thing. We 
helped sponsor two events in 2025. A year’s 
summary for the entire state is seen at right. 
 
��� Community Presentations — spreading 
the word about sustainable living 
 
�������� Recognizing businesses and schools 
going above and beyond for the environment 
 

 
�� Advocating for expanded recycling and 
earth-friendly options countywide 
 
������������ Educating our community for lasting, 
meaningful change 
 
None of this is possible without members 
like you. Every dollar stays local and makes 
a real impact. 
 
�� Stay connected! Follow us on 
Facebook at Recycle Rutherford to stay 
up to date on events, news, and ways to 
get involved. 

Together, we're building a cleaner, 
greener Rutherford County — one 
membership at a time. 

Recycling in Numbers: Tennessee 
Environmental Council, 2025 

 
������804,094 pounds of material collected 

������34 recycling roundups in Tennessee 

������24 Tennessee counties 

������6,426 participating households (cars) 

������707 volunteers 

 
   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Recycle Rutherford Membership Form 
I enclose my annual dues to support Recycle Rutherford and receive the newsletter.   
□ $25.00  supporter   □ $15.00  student   □ $100.00  patron 
□ I am contributing $_________ in addition to dues.      
□ I prefer the newsletter to be emailed and am providing my email address. 
 
PLEASE PRINT: 
  name ______________________________________________  amount enclosed _______________- 
 
  address _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  city, state,  zip _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  telephone: day ___________________________; evening ___________________________________ 
 
  email ___________________________________; volunteer interest___________________________ 

 
Mail checks to Recycle Rutherford, P.O. Box 1804, Murfreesboro, TN 37133-1804 

Scan the QR code for other ways to pay. 
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     Dates to Remember 
 

 
 
Earth Day 2026, Rutherford County:  

Saturday, April 18, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Historic 
Downtown Square. Organizing sponsor: Middle 
Tennessee Electric. This year’s theme, “Go Green, 
Breathe Clean,” underscores the importance of 
protecting and improving the air we share. The 
event encourages residents to embrace greener 
habits that reduce pollution and contribute to a 
healthier, more sustainable environment. Each of 
us has a part to play in improving air quality. By 
working together and making mindful choices, we 
can  ensure everyone has access to clean, healthy 
air—today and for generations to come. Recycle 
Rutherford is one of this year’s sponsors.  

 
Spring Meeting—Recycle Rutherford, 
Monday, April 27, 7:00 p.m., Technology 
Engagement Center, 306 Minerva Dr. Student 
Aiden Strickland will share his vision of recycling 
in county schools. See page 1 for details.  

_________________ 
Bring Your Coffee Bags to Earth Day 

Deal with one of life’s frustrations by bringing 
your clean and empty coffee bags to Recycle 
Rutherford’s booth, and we will be happy to take 
them for recycling.  These are the typical coffee bags 
made of multiple layers of paper, plastic, and foil that 
cannot be easily separated for recycling. There is no 
local opportunity to recycle them.  

Food Won’t Grow Without Pollinators 
One in every three bites of food you eat 

depends on pollinators—the insects, birds, and 
even some mammals and reptiles that assist with 
pollination, according to a Smithsonian guide 
available through USA Today. Pollinators depend 
on plants for food, and many plants depend on 
pollinators so that new plants will grow. In their 
search for food (usually pollen or nectar), 
pollinators move pollen from the anthers to the 
stigma of another flower, resulting in a fertilized 
flower that later yields fruits and seeds, many of 
which we humans eat. The loss and damage of 
pollinator habitats, the improper use of 
pesticides, and disease have all contributed to 
pollinator decline. You can help by creating a 
pollinator-friendly habitat:   

• Use native plants in your yard and garden.  
• Pollinators need food year-round! Include early 

spring and late fall blooming plants to help.  
• Add host plants to the garden to provide a vital 

food source for caterpillars before they become 
pollinating butterflies or moths. 

• Delay garden cleanup in the spring. Don’t 
spray or remove dandelions. During the winter, 
save leaves and stems for pollinating insects 
looking for shelter.  

For more information, 
https://gardens.si.edu/learn/blog/creating-space-for-
pollinators/ 
 

Reminder:  
Dues of only $25 are due for 2026. 

See form and info on page 3. 
 

For more information, go to  
www.recyclerutherford.org 

Like us on Facebook! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    P.O. Box 1804 
Murfreesboro, TN 37133-1804 
 
 

http://www.recyclerutherford.org/
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